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' FROM THE STORY BY
| SHANKAR
PRODUCED BY
BHARAT SHAMSHER
IUNG BAHADUR RANA
| SCENARIO, MUSIC
AND DIRECTION

SATYAJIT RAY

After a brilliant academic career in patna,
Shyamalendu Chatterjee join a Britishcommer-
cial firm manufacturing fans and lamps, and
quickly rises to the position of Sales Manager.

Living in a luxurious flatin Calcutta with his
wife Dolan, Chatterjee now looks forward to
achieving his ultimate aim: to become a director
of Hindustan-Peters Ltd,

Dolan’s younger sister Sudarshana come to
spend a holiday in Calcutta. As a teenagar in
Patna, Sudarshana had harboured a secret
admiration for Chatterjee at the time her elder
sister got married to him, This time, in
Calcutta, this admiration begins to develop
into something more serious. Her feelings are
reciprocated by Chatterjee; Sudarshna has
come like a breath of fresh air into his routine
existence,

As this point, Chatterjee suddenly finds him-
self facing a major crisis: a consignment of
ceiling fans meant for cxport to Iraq turns out
on final inspection to be defective. Chatterjee
realises that his firm now faces the prospect of
a heavy penalty as well as a loss of prestige.

After much ponderning, Chatterjee takes the
only course open to him: with the help of the
Personnel Officer, he secretly manoeuvres a
strike in the factory which leads to a lock-out.
This services as an excuse for the delay in
shipment, and the crisisis thus averted.

On the strength of his clever handling of the
situation, Chatterjee is promoted to the Board
of Directors. He is showered with congratula-
tions from everybody, except a deeply
disillusioned Sudarshna. She now knows only
too well what the rat-race means.
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